Vertical Reality
A Life God Rewards

Week 4 – Living for God’s “Well Done!”
~ Facilitation Notes ~
Appetizer

Intro

· Vertical Reality Announcements

· Da Vinci Code

· Northern Exposure
· Regrets from those not here
· Previous topics

· Who studied?
· Open  / burning thoughts – aha moments

· SAY: This last section is interesting to me… I’m not sure that I’m ‘in tune’ with Bruce throughout it…

1) What do I think my life is worth?

· ASK: How did people score on the “My Stewardship inventory”?

· ASK (Book): If you think of your life in terms of assets, what are some of God’s greatest investments in your life?
· ASK (Me): interesting… what is an ‘investment’, to God?

· Ask (me): Spiritual Gifts – does it enhance your thinking about your Spiritual Gifts to think of them as God’s assets, of which you are a Steward?

2) What should I do with my Time and Talents?

· HANDOUT: Biblical Weights and Currency (discuss)
· ASK (Me): What have you learned in the past about the difference between the ‘Minas’ parable and the ‘Talents’ parable?

i. Minas: all given same amount; differing results

ii. Talents: all given differing amounts according to his ability’

1. Word ‘Talent’ –Today, we think of the ’talent’ in the parable as a strange word, but this is where our word today comes from. 

· ASK (LGR / Me): What’s the difference between a Servant and a Steward?  How do these roles apply to our relationship with God?
· ASK (Me): Why was the servant who put his mina in a handkerchief ‘wicked’?

· ASK (ME): Does it seem ‘fair’ to take away the mina, or talent, from the ‘one-mina|talent’ servant?

· ASK (Me): Bruce asserts that our Rewards will be in Direct Proportion to our Results…

i. Do you believe the ’direct proportion?

ii. Matthew 20:1-16 – workers in the vineyard… master gives what he wishes…

iii. Bruce points out that the ‘5 mina’ servant did not get a ‘well done good servant’… is this significant?

iv. Do you believe the measure will be our Results?

3) How much does God expect from my life?

· ASK (Book): What blick did you check… what did the master expect? (Huge-Some-Little/no Returns)?
· ASK (Me): Bruce asserts that “God wants and expects an extraordinary future for all of us – a life of great return for Him now…”  Do you believe that?

· ASK (ME): Do you think your expectation of yourself matches God’s expectation for you?

· DRAW (Me): Three circles – who I am; who I want to be; who God wants me to be…. Which is these is the ‘greatest’?  More for future discussion…

· ASK (ME): Bruce asked about what the third servant “plans” to do for God… Did y’all understand the question (I didn’t)…. It did make me think…. 

i. Is the Third Servant’s ‘wickedness’ really a failure to plan?  A failure to spend time and effort trying to understand and fulfill the master’s will for [his life]?
· ASK (BOOK): “Does the truth that God wants much fruit from your life – and cares deeply about results – surprise you?  (ME): Do you believe the premise(s) of this question?
4) What should I do with my Treasure?

· SAY: This is where Randy Alcorn’s ‘the Treasure Principle’ fits in….
i. READ: ‘6 key points’ from “The Treasure Principle”

· ASK (ME): What did you think of Bruce’s True-False questions?

i. FALSE: “You’re more spiritual if you don’t want treasure”

ii. FALSE: “you won’t think about treasure in Heaven”

· ASK (Me): Bruce asks ‘ lists three things you own that Jesus would call ‘treasure’… Did y’all find that question odd?  Perhaps if he has said ‘earthly treasure’… How did you answer?

· Ask (Me): Bruce asks ‘how might this fact change the way you respond when your pastor encourages you to give”… Did this question, and the focus on the pastor, make y’all uneasy?

5) How do I move my Treasure from Earth to Heaven?

· ASK (Me) What do you think of the statement “You can’t take it with you?
· ASK (Me): Why do you believe the wealthy young man was told to ‘sell what you have and give to the poor’?
i. Because Jesus wanted him go give it away, or because in his personal case his wealth was what he worshipped?  Is this parable about giving, or about worshipping?
· ASK (Me): Bruce asserts that ‘we must give here to lay up treasure in heaven’.  Do you believe this?
· Ask (Me): Bruce asserts that ‘Clearly, what matters most is how much you give of what you have[, not the amount you give]’… how do you feel about that?
· ASK (ME): In the ‘Extra’ inset, Bruce asserts “Jesus isn’t teaching here against personal ownership or the wisdom of growing one’s personal assets”.  How do you feel about that?
6) How is faithful stewardship rewarded in Eternity?

· ASK (Book, kinda): What is the key point in this section (answer = FAITHFUL Stewardship)
· ASK (ME): What does it mean to be a ‘faithful’ steward?

· ASK (Me): LGR: Bruce asserts that “true faithfulness as a steward is much closer to extraordinary entrepreneurial excellence!”  Do you believe this?

· ASK (LGR): Bruce says in LGR that “In heaven we will desperately crave to serve”… do you believe that?

· ASK (LGR): Bruce asserts that “Doing is a servant’s language of devotion.  In heaven, more opportunity to do God’s will through loving service will be our highest reward”.  Do you believe that?  What if ‘service’ is not your “Spiritual Gift”, or “Pathway”, on earth?

· ASK (Book, question 5): What is the reward for faithful service?

i. Answer?: Rulership.
ii. ASK: (LGR): Bruce asserts: “Serve faithfully here, rule perfectly there”.  Does this feel ‘backwards’ to you?

iii. ASK (Me): Doe you want to be a ‘ruler’?

iv. ASK (Me): Will you want to be a ruler in Heaven?

· ASK (Me): Bruce uses the teaching in Matthew 20:25-28 to show that Jesus says to be great, be a servant.  Does this apply in Heaven, as it does on earth?

7) What’s keeping me from a Life God Rewards?

· ASK (Me): Which of the items in Chapter 7 are your personal hurdles in living “A Life God Rewards”?
· ASK (Me): What other obstacles come to mind?

· ASK (LGR): Bruce asserts: “Doesn’t it strike you that a major reason so many followers of Jesus are not wholeheartedly serving God is that we base our expectation of reward on visible proof?”  Whaddayathink?
· ASK (ME): Wrap-up--- what has been your best take-away from our time together?
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