Vertical Reality Session 11 – Angels

Scripture free search / thots

Topics

1. Are Angels real?

a. History of virtually all nations and cultures reveals at least some belief in Angels (Billy Graham)

b. Biblical truth

c. Experiences (DEFER THIS????)

2. What are angels?

a. Definitions

b. What are demons?

c. Contrast to:

i. Holy Spirit

1. God uses both to minister, differently

ii. Theophanies

1. “Angel of the Lord” or “The Lord”

2. Gen 18:1-2 (the Lord, with two angels (per Billy Graham))

3. Billy Graham: “… in some cases in the Old Testament God Himself appeared in human form as an angel”

4. Billy Graham also equated Jesus, resurrected, to an angel

iii. Ghosts

iv. Spirit Guides

v. Saints

vi. Other?

3. Biblical references to Angels

a. Angel

i. Hebrew (OT)

1. Malak (Strong’s 4397): ‘messenger’

ii. Greek (NT):

1. Aggelos (Strong’s 32a): ‘messenger’

b. Holy Ones

i. Many uses of ‘Holy One’ (singular) to mean Jesus, or God

ii. Daniel clearly is referring to Angels

iii. Other references may mean Angels, or Saints

c. Sons of God?

i. Genesis – married daughters of men (Gen 6:2)

ii. Offspring were ‘Nephalim’ (Gen 6:4)

4. What are the high points of ‘Angelic history?

a. Angelic history vs. human history

i. First occurrence in Bible (Genesis is oriented to Human history)?

ii. What is first occurrence in time?

b. Creation

i. At Christ’s command (Col 1:16, Ps 148:2-5)

ii. When?

1. BTCL: Prior to creation of earth (Job 38:4-7)

c. Fall (of some)

i. When?

1. Before the fall of man (Gen 3)

2. Billy Graham: After creation (at end of creation, ‘all good’)

3. Dante: within 20 seconds of their creation

4. Milton: creation and fall immediately prior to temptation of Adam & Eve

ii. Lead by Lucifer, ‘Son of the Morning’

iii. Scripture re: The angelic fall:

1. Battle with Michael (Rev 12:7-9)

2. Daniel 10:11-14

3. Jude 6

4. 2 Peter 2:4

iv. Fallen angels cast out of heaven

v. Fallen angels cannot be redeemed

5. Characteristics of Angels (contrast to humans) (see BTCL for scripture ref’s)

a. How many angels are there?

i. The same number as were created

ii. Innumerable – ‘Ten thousand times ten thousand’ (Rev 5:11)

iii. One third fallen? (Rev 12:3-4)

b. Spirit beings (Heb 1:7, 1:14, 2:5-7)

c. Are NOT regenerated men

d. Created in a condition of ‘untested holiness’, but with the ability to choose (Heb 1:6, Jude 6-9)

e. Have great power (but are not omnipotent) (Rev 7:1, 2 Pe 2:10-11, Ps 103:20, Mt 24:36, 1 Pe 1:10-12)

i. 2 Thess 1:17 “Mighty angels”, mighty = dynamis (dynamite)

f. Do not marry or reproduce (Matt 22:30)

g. Are of masculine gender  (?)

h. Do not die (Luke 1:6)

i. Often assume the form of man, but do not have a regular body (Heb 13:@, Eph 6:12)

j. Angels are of a higher created order than man, but glorified man will ultimately judge evil angels (1 Co 6:3, Heb 2:5-9)

k. Exhibit all the traits of personality

i. Mind (1 Pe 1:12)

ii. Will (2 Ti 2:26)

iii. Emotions (Jas. 2:19)

l. Are subject to God

i. Good Angels (Lk 1:26)

ii. Evil Angels (Rev 9:1-5)

m. Often stun, amaze or terrify humans who see them (BG)

n. May become visible by choice (BG)

o. Are not to be worshipped (BG, Rom 1:24-25)

p. Angels (elect) do not sin (BG)

q. Angels are not indwelt by the Holy Spirit (BG)

i. Angels are not the Holy Spirit

ii. Angels to not need the Holy Spirit

iii. In men, indwelling Spirit works to make true in Practice what is already true in Position.

r. Apparently do eat (BG: Ps 78:25, 1 Kings 19:5, Gen 18:1-2, Gen 19)

s. Know more than men, but are not omniscient (Mark 13:32)

i. Will use their knowledge only for good

6. Order of Angels

a. Rank (both good (Eph 3:10) and evil (Eph 6:12)

b. Governing Angels

i. Rulers or Principalities

ii. Authorities

iii. Powers

iv. Spiritual Forces

v. Thrones

vi. Dominion

c. Seraphim

i. Hebrew ‘Seraph’ (Strongs 8314b) = “burning ones” or “nobles”

ii. Ministry is to praise the name and character of God

iii. Above God’s throne (Cherubim beside)

iv. Indescribably beautiful

v. Fly (Scripture does not support that all angels have wings)

vi. ?Ezekial’s ‘four living creatures’?

d. Cherubim

i. Used in decorations (ark, Solomon’s temple, tabernacle)

ii. Part of prophecy of the destruction of the temple (Ezekial 9 (:3))

iii. Gen 3:24 – Guard the Garden of Eden

iv. Guard the holy of Holies

v. ‘Living Creatures’ in Revelation?

vi. Satan was of this order before his fall

e. Chief Princes

i. Special order of angels involved in Spiritual Warfare and power of nations (Dan 10:13) 

7. Special Angels

a. Gabriel

i. Name = “God’s hero”, “The mighty one”, “God is great”

ii. Referred to as “The messenger of Jehovah”, “The Lord’s messenger”

iii. Not an Archangel, as referred to by John Milton

iv. Mentioned more in scripture than Michael

v. God’s messenger of mercy and promise

vi. 4 appearance in the Bible

vii. Dan 8:15-16 and Dan 9:21 – vision of God for the end of time

viii. Luke 1:19 – Announces birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias 

ix. Luke 1:26 – informs Mary of birth of Jesus (“Magna Charta”)

x. Silver trumpet?  Indirect support in scripture; arises from folk music

b. Michael

i. Name means “who is like unto the Lord”

ii. Identified primarily with nation of Israel – Israel’s guardian angel

iii. “Archangel” – ‘prime minister’

1. Lucifer may have been an archangel

iv. One the Chief Princes (Dan 10:13)

v. Disputed with the devil about the body of Moses (Jude 9)

vi. Fights with his angels against the ‘Dragon’ and his angels at End of Times (Rev 12:7)

c. Satan

i. Names

1. Lucifer, “Son of the Morning”, “Shining one”, 

2. Beelzebub (“Lord of the Flies”)

ii. Pride causes rebellion

1. Isaiah 14 – the 5 “I wills’ of Satan

iii. Satan operates in the heavenly realm and on earth to perpetuate the world or the “cosmos” – that counterfeit world system run by Satan which is opposed to the things of God and promotes living independently of God (1 John 2:13-17, 1 John 5:19)

Created by Christ

Colossians 1

16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

Psalm 148

2 Praise him, all his angels, 

praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

3 Praise him, sun and moon, 

praise him, all you shining stars. 

4 Praise him, you highest heavens 

and you waters above the skies. 

5 Let them praise the name of the LORD , 

for he commanded and they were created.

When were angels created?

Prior to creation of earth

Job 38

4 "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? 

Tell me, if you understand. 

5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 

Who stretched a measuring line across it? 

6 On what were its footings set, 

or who laid its cornerstone- 

7 while the morning stars sang together 

and all the angels [1] shouted for joy?

Angelic fall

Rev 12:7-9

7And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.

First occurrence of angelic beings in scripture: ‘serpent’ in Gen 3:1:

Genesis 3

The Fall of Man 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " 

4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

…

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" 

The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 

"Cursed are you above all the livestock 

and all the wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

and you will eat dust 

all the days of your life. 

15 And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring [1] and hers; 

he will crush [2] your head, 

and you will strike his heel."

Was the serpent Satan?  Generally held to be ‘yes’… 

Rev. 12:9 (Angelic Fall)

9The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 


Rev 20:2 (Binding of Satan for 1000 years)

Revelation 20

2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.
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