Vertical Reality

Maturing through Community in Christ

10-1-04
Session #13 – Thought Life: The Series - Celebrate

Some things have to be believed to be seen

John 11:40 - Then Jesus said [to Martha], “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God”?

1) Appetizer – Lateral Thinking

2)  Introductory Remarks

a) Thought Life Topics

i) Where do Thoughts Lead?

ii) Where do Thoughts come from?

iii) How should Christians Think?

iv) Celebrate

v) Congruence and Character

vi) The Law of Attraction

vii) Self-Talk

viii) Fear

ix) Seeing from God’s Perspective

x) Living in the Present

xi) Holding Space

3) Positive Thinking – Secular View
4) Positive Thinking – God’s View
5) Expanded view – The whole bible
6) Expanded view of Philippians

7) Celebrate!

8) Celebrating in Adversity

9) Salt

10) Discussion questions

a)
What are hurdles that hinder you from being positive?

b)
Why don’t we want to be positive?

c)
What keeps you positive?
Philippians 4:13

I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

10-1-04
Session #13 – Thought Life: The Series - Celebrate
AGENDA – Long Form

1) Appetizer

a) Lateral Thinking Game(s)

2) Introductory remarks

a) Fits in with Andy’s ‘Joe Jacobson’ series

b) Words to the wise

c) Recap of Thought Life: The Series, and part 1 (last time)

d) Have you ever felt that the whole Bible was a story of one particular thing? – “Celebrate”

3) Positive Thinking – the Secular view
a) “Believe in yourself!  Have faith in your abilities!  Without a humble but reasonable confidence in your own powers you cannot be successful or happy”
 - Norman Vincent Peale

b) First of three challenges:

i) Find interest / good things in the world, and look beyond what the world thinks is good.  Look for God’s perspective.  You will often be blessed with a glimpse into something far greater, and get to see a bit of the face of god.

4) Positive thinking – God’s view

a) Anchor verse = Philippians 4:8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.

b) Second Challenge:
Take a favorite verse, or one that God has laid on your heart, and read ‘around it’ in the Bible

i) Paragraph = smallest unit of meaning

ii) Section / story

iii) Hold that thought…..

5) Expanded view – the whole Bible
a) Have you ever been so excited about a certain topic in the Word of God that you felt the whole bible was dedicated to expressing God’s view of it?  That’s the way I feel about ‘Celebrate’

b) From the first of Genesis to the last of Revelation, we see the story of a great Celebration.

c) Genesis

i) Adam and Eve eat the fruit from the Tree of Life in Genesis 3:6

ii) Gen 3:8-10

(1) Afraid

(2) Naked

(3) Hid

iii) Live in fear that our weaknesses and vulnerabilities will be exposed

iv) We tend to dwell on the negatives; on things we don’t have, rather than on what we do have.

d) Revelation

i) Revelation 22:14
"Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city
6) Expanded view of Philippians 4:8…. Philippians 4:4-13

4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

(Thanks for their gifts)

10I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
7) Celebrate (Rejoice)
a) My word for the year is Celebrate (Rejoice)
b) Third Challenge: Does anyone have a ‘Word for the Year’?

c) Personal story of attitude shift

8) Celebrating in Adversity

a) James 1:2-3,12

2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything…

12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
b) Deborah’s card

i) “I think myself happy”

ii) Acts 26:2

"King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews,
i) Lou Gerhig

b) African Chief Story

c) Jews wander in the desert – 

i) At what time was God most closely present with the Nation of Israel?

(1) Wandering in the desert – 40 years

(2) A punishment, of sorts…. Certainly a trial

ii) Pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.

(1) Visible symbol of God’s presence among His people

(2) God often spoke to them from the pillar

iii) They were fed manna from God’s hand

iv) I’m sure they were glad to enter into the land of milk and honey… we are always glad to emerge from trials… but, how sad to be separated from the intimate closeness of God.

9) Glass Exercise

a) Salt verses:
i) Lev 2:13

ii) Col 4:6

iii) Matt 5:11-13

10) Discussion Questions

a) What are hurdles that hinder you from being positive?

b) Why don’t we want to be positive?
c) What keeps you positive?

i) Me: Romans 8:28-29

Extra stuff

11) Whose voice is it?

a) Parents

b) Inner Child

i) Immaturity (Mark Rutland radio, 9/28 or 29)

(1) Envy

(a) Celebrate

Thoughts

Thots
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Resources

xxxx

Key Words

· Thoughts

Angles and Themes

· xxx

Examples

· Xxx

· xxx

Discussion Questions

1. What keeps you positive?

2. What are hurdles that hinder you from being positive?

3. Why don’t we want to be positive?

Tasks

· Develop Icebreaker – Time

· Get Thots on paper

· Structure initial Agenda

· Refine Agenda

· Fit stuff in – weed stuff out

· Prioritize remaining time

· xxDecide how / if to use Holy Week stuff

· Scripture Search

· xxLive in the present, hope for the future

· xxExamples of Christ’s revelation

· xxLessons from Commissioning

· Review Harmony for revelation of Christ

· BTCL – Christ?

· BTCL - Time?

· “Stages of Faith” – charts

· Maxwell Bible – Review notes

· Prepare props

· xxxxx

Supplies

· NIV Bible

· Easel

· Easel pad

· Markers

Props

· “Who am I”? poster

Icebreaker Thots

· Raccoon (Seal) Circle exercise

· “What’s in a Name”?

· Talking stick (question?)

· Evangelism trivia

· Who is… (Apollos, Paul)

Scripture – Vertical Reality #13 – Celebrate (Thought Life #2)

What keeps me positive?

Romans 8:28-29
More Than Conquerors 
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,[1] who[2] have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

Core verse – Thought Life

Philippians 4:8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.

Expanded Core Verse – Rejoice (celebrate) – in all circumstances, Trials – Phil 4:4-13

4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
(Thanks for their gifts)

10I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

Man’s Plight

Genesis 3: 8-10
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 
10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid."

“I Think myself happy” (Deborah’s card)

Acts 26:2
"King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews,

Rejoice in sufferings

Romans 5:3-5
3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

James 1:2-3,12

2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything…
12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

Salt

Leviticus 2:13
13 Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt of the covenant of your God out of your grain offerings; add salt to all your offerings.

Colossians 4
6Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

Matt 5:11-14 – Last Beatitude (“blessed”), Salt and Light

11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Salt and Light 

13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 
14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

Looking forward – Revelation

Revelation 22:14
"Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.

Benediction

Revelation 22:20-21
20He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.
