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Study Method: Topical
Study Topic: Admonishment
Step 1: Choose a word or subject

ADMONISH

Step 1a: Definition

From the Miriam Webster Collegiate Dictionary:

1 a : to indicate duties or obligations to b : to express warning or disapproval to especially in a gentle, earnest, or solicitous manner
2 : to give friendly earnest advice or encouragement to

Also from the Miriam Webster Collegiate Dictionary:

synonyms REPROVE, REBUKE, REPRIMAND, ADMONISH, REPROACH, CHIDE mean to criticize adversely. REPROVE implies an often kindly intent to correct a fault <gently reproved my table manners>. REBUKE suggests a sharp or stern reproof <the papal letter rebuked dissenting clerics>. REPRIMAND implies a severe, formal, often public or official rebuke <reprimanded by the ethics committee>. ADMONISH suggests earnest or friendly warning and counsel <admonished by my parents to control expenses>. REPROACH and CHIDE suggest displeasure or disappointment expressed in mild reproof or scolding <reproached him for tardiness> <chided by their mother for untidiness>. 

Step 2: Decide limits of study

Step 3: List related words

Reprove

Caution

Warn about

Give a warning

Reprimand

Rebuke

Reproach

Scold

Chide

Approve (antonym)

Advise

Advice

Reproof

Censure

3b) Metaphors: None

3c) Related words: None
Step 4: List references

Concordance

Index to Notes

Index to Subjects

Step 5: Read references and record findings

About Admonishment

Revelation 3
19Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 20Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

Proverbs 25
11 A word aptly spoken 
is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 
12 Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold 
is a wise man's rebuke to a listening ear.

Proverbs 27
5 Better is open rebuke 
than hidden love. 
6 Wounds from a friend can be trusted, 
but an enemy multiplies kisses.

Proverbs 28
23 He who rebukes a man will in the end gain more favor 
than he who has a flattering tongue.

Proverbs 29
1 A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes 
will suddenly be destroyed-without remedy.

Purpose of Admonishment

Colossians 1:28
We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 
(Whole Chapter: Colossians 1 In context: Colossians 1:27-29)

Our Call to Admonish
2 Timothy 4
1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.

Titus 2
15bEncourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.

Responsibility to Admonish

Ezekiel 3
17 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. 18 When I say to a wicked man, 'You will surely die,' and you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for [1] his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. 19 But if you do warn the wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil ways, he will die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself. 20 "Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and does evil, and I put a stumbling block before him, he will die. Since you did not warn him, he will die for his sin. The righteous things he did will not be remembered, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. 21 But if you do warn the righteous man not to sin and he does not sin, he will surely live because he took warning, and you will have saved yourself."

Footnotes

1. 3:18 Or in ; also in verses 19 and 20

Who to Admonish

Proverbs 9
7 "Whoever corrects a mocker invites insult; 
whoever rebukes a wicked man incurs abuse. 
8 Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; 
rebuke a wise man and he will love you. 
9 Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; 
teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.

Proverbs 13
1 A wise son heeds his father's instruction, 
but a mocker does not listen to rebuke

Proverbs 19
25 Flog a mocker, and the simple will learn prudence; 
rebuke a discerning man, and he will gain knowledge.

How to Admonish

Leviticus 19
16 " 'Do not go about spreading slander among your people. 
" 'Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor's life. I am the Lord . 
17 " 'Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt. 
18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord .

Proverbs 17
9 He who covers over an offense promotes love, 
but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends. 

10 A rebuke impresses a man of discernment 
more than a hundred lashes a fool.

1 Timothy 5
19Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20Those who sin are to be rebuked publicly, so that the others may take warning. 
21I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.

Role of the Word in Admonishment

Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
(Whole Chapter: Colossians 3 In context: Colossians 3:15-17)

Psalm 119
23 Though rulers sit together and slander me, 
your servant will meditate on your decrees. 
24 Your statutes are my delight; 
they are my counselors.

Receiving Admonishment

1 Thessalonians 5:12
Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. 
(Whole Chapter: 1 Thessalonians 5 In context: 1 Thessalonians 5:11-13)

Psalm 141
5 Let a righteous man [1] strike me-it is a kindness; 
let him rebuke me-it is oil on my head. 
My head will not refuse it.

Proverbs 3
11 My son, do not despise the Lord 's discipline 
and do not resent his rebuke, 
12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
as a father [1] the son he delights in.

(quoted by Hebrews 12:5-5)

Proverbs 15
31 He who listens to a life-giving rebuke 
will be at home among the wise. 
32 He who ignores discipline despises himself, 
but whoever heeds correction gains understanding.

Rejecting Admonishment
Proverbs 1
28 "Then they will call to me but I will not answer; 
they will look for me but will not find me. 
29 Since they hated knowledge 
and did not choose to fear the Lord , 
30 since they would not accept my advice 
and spurned my rebuke, 
31 they will eat the fruit of their ways 
and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.

Association with sinful brothers and sisters

2 Thessalonians 3
14If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

Titus 3
10Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with him. 11You may be sure that such a man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.

Luke 17
3So watch yourselves. "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  4If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him."

Seeking Counsel

Ecclesiastes 7
5 It is better to heed a wise man's rebuke 
than to listen to the song of fools

Proverbs 11
14 For lack of guidance a nation falls, 
but many advisers make victory sure

Proverbs 15
22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, 
but with many advisers they succeed.

Proverbs 24
6 for waging war you need guidance, 
and for victory many advisers.

1 Kings 12 (and 2 Chronicles 10:8)
8 But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the young men who had grown up with him and were serving him.

Proverbs 12
15 The way of a fool seems right to him, 
but a wise man listens to advice. 
16 A fool shows his annoyance at once, 
but a prudent man overlooks an insult.

Proverbs 13
10 Pride only breeds quarrels, 
but wisdom is found in those who take advice.

Proverbs 19
20 Listen to advice and accept instruction, 
and in the end you will be wise.

Proverbs 20
18 Make plans by seeking advice; 
if you wage war, obtain guidance.

1 Kings 22 (and 2 Chronicles 18:4)
5 But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, "First seek the counsel of the Lord ."

Jesus, Counselor

Isaiah 9
6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, [1] Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Role of the Holy Spirit

John 14
Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 
15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[1] in you. 

Footnotes

1. 14:17 Some early manuscripts and is 

John 14
26But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 16
The Work of the Holy Spirit 
5"Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt[1] in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 
12"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.

Examples of Admonishment ignored

Nehemiah 9:26
"But they were disobedient and rebelled against you; they put your law behind their backs. They killed your prophets, who had admonished them in order to turn them back to you; they committed awful blasphemies. 
(Whole Chapter: Nehemiah 9 In context: Nehemiah 9:25-27)

Nehemiah 9:30
For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit you admonished them through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you handed them over to the neighboring peoples. 
(Whole Chapter: Nehemiah 9 In context: Nehemiah 9:29-31)

Step 6: Summarize results

Definition / Description

Conclusion

Step 7: Consider how to apply

Step 8: Prepare a message or lesson

