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Study Method: Topical
Study Topic: Conform[ing]
Step 1: Choose a word or subject

CONFORM

Step 1a: Definition

From the Miriam Webster Collegiate Dictionary:

	Main Entry: con·form 



Pronunciation: k&n-'form
Function: verb
Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conformer, from Latin conformare, from com- + formare to form, from forma form
Date: 14th century
transitive senses : to give the same shape, outline, or contour to : bring into harmony or accord <conform furrows to the slope of the land>
intransitive senses
1 : to be similar or identical; also : to be in agreement or harmony -- used with to or with
2 a : to be obedient or compliant -- usually used with to b : to act in accordance with prevailing standards or customs
synonym see ADAPT
- con·form·er noun
- con·form·ism 

/-'for-"mi-z&m/ noun
- con·form·ist 

/-mist/ noun or adjective


“Adapt” Synonyms and meaning

ADAPT implies a modification according to changing circumstances <adapted themselves to the warmer climate>.

ADJUST suggests bringing into a close and exact correspondence or harmony such as exists between parts of a mechanism <adjusted the budget to allow for inflation>. ACCOMMODATE may suggest yielding or compromising to effect a correspondence <accommodated his political beliefs in order to win>.

CONFORM applies to bringing into accordance with a pattern, example, or principle <refused to conform to society's idea of morality>.

RECONCILE implies the demonstration of the underlying compatibility of things that seem to be incompatible <tried to reconcile what they said with what I knew>. 

From the Miriam Webster Collegiate Thesaurus:
Entry Word: conform
Function: verb
Text: 1 
Synonyms ADAPT, accommodate, adjust, fit, quadrate, reconcile, square, suit, tailor, tailor-make
Related Word attune, harmonize, tune
2 
Synonyms AGREE 4, accord, correspond, dovetail, fit (in), ||gee, go, harmonize, jibe, square
Contrasted Words conflict, differ, disagree
Antonyms diverge
3 
Synonyms HARMONIZE 3, accommodate, attune, coordinate, integrate, proportion, reconcile, reconciliate, tune
4 
Synonyms OBEY, comply, follow, keep, mind, observe
Idioms toe the line Entry Word: conform

Step 2: Decide limits of study

Step 3: List related words

3a) Synonyms

Adapt

3b) Metaphors and Idioms:

Potter – Clay Be Like

3c) Related words: None
Step 4: List references

Concordance

Index to Notes

Index to Subjects

Step 5: Read references and record findings

Romans 8
More Than Conquerors 
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,[1] who[2] have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

Footnotes

1. 8:28 Some manuscripts And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God

2. 8:28 Or works together with those who love him to bring about what is good--with those who

Ephesians 1:8-10,12

8 You fear the sword, and the sword is what I will bring against you, declares the Sovereign LORD. 9 I will drive you out of the city and hand you over to foreigners and inflict punishment on you. 10 You will fall by the sword, and I will execute judgment on you at the borders of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD . 11 This city will not be a pot for you, nor will you be the meat in it; I will execute judgment on you at the borders of Israel. 12 And you will know that I am the LORD, for you have not followed my decrees or kept my laws but have conformed to the standards of the nations around you."

Romans 12:2
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is–his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

1Peter 1:13-16

Be Holy 
13Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."

NIV Study notes:

To be holy is to be set apart – set apart from sin and impurity, and set apart to God.  The complete moral perfection of God, whose eyes are too pure to look on evil with favor (Hab 1:13) should move people to strive for moral purity.

Habakkuk 1
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 
you cannot tolerate wrong. 
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 
Why are you silent while the wicked 
swallow up those more righteous than themselves?

OLD VERSES RE: “TRANSFORMING”

Romans 12:2
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is–his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

2 Corinthians 3:18
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect[ 3:18 Or contemplate] the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever​increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

God’s desire for our Change

The Parable of the Two Sons 
Matthew 23
28"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 
29" 'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. 
31"Which of the two did what his father wanted?" 
"The first," they answered. 
32Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.

God changes hearts

1 Samuel 10:6
(Samuel speaking to Saul):

The Spirit of the Lord will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person. 

1 Samuel 10:9
As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul's heart, and all these signs were fulfilled that day.

God allows us to choose to change

Jeremiah 7
5 If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm, 7 then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your forefathers for ever and ever. 

1 Kings 13:33
Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but once more appointed priests for the high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who wanted to become a priest he consecrated for the high places. 

Difficulty of change apart from God

Jeremiah 13:23
Can the Ethiopian [ 13:23 Hebrew [ Cushite ] (probably a person from the upper Nile region) ] change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomed to doing evil. 

Consequences of failure to change

Jeremiah 15:7
I will winnow them with a winnowing fork at the city gates of the land. I will bring bereavement and destruction on my people, for they have not changed their ways. 

Matthew 18:3
And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

There is an ultimate Transformation coming

Philippians 3
20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

God does not change

Malachi 3:6
"I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 

James 1:17
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 

Other readings
Jesus Like Melchizedek 
Psalm 110:4
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek." 

Hebrews 7
11If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the law was given to the people), why was there still need for another priest to come--one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 12For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.

Hebrews 7
20And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: 
   "The Lord has sworn 
       and will not change his mind: 
   'You are a priest forever.' "[1] 22Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

One in Christ 
Ephesians
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)-- 12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Step 6: Summarize results

Definition / Description

Conclusion

Step 7: Consider how to apply

Step 8: Prepare a message or lesson

