Vertical Reality -- Vertical Horizons

Session 1


The Appetizer Course – Why Study the Bible?

Matthew 2

Questions:

After his birth, Jesus had some visitors from afar….

Who were they?
Where were they from?

Why did they visit?
How did they know to come?

How did they find Him?
What city did they visit?

How many visitors from afar were there?
When did they visit (how long after Jesus' birth)?

Where did they visit (facility / building)?

The Visit of the Magi 

1
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[1] from the east came to Jerusalem 

2
and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east[2] and have come to worship him." 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ[3] was to be born. 

5 “In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 

6
" 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'[4] " 

7
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

8
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him." 

9
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east[5] went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

10
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 

11
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 

12
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

The Escape to Egypt 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt,

15  where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son."[6] 

16
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.

1
2:1 Traditionally Wise Men 

2
2:2 Or star when it rose 

3
2:4 Or Messiah 

4
2:6 Micah 5:2 

5
2:9 Or seen when it rose 

6
2:15 Hosea 11:1 

7
2:18 Jer. 31:15

The Salad Course – Why Vertical Reality?

In response to:

· A desire for a coeducational bible study group

· A desire for Christ-centered group activities

· Missing ‘Sunday School’

Vertical Reality Is….

· A Bible Study

· Coeducational

· Fun

· Interactive

Vertical Reality Is Not…

· To conflict with NPCC ‘environments’

· For newcomers at NPCC 

· To be taken lightly

· A ‘place to meet…’

Vertical Reality Structure

· Facilitated

· ‘Meal’ metaphor: Appetizer, Salad, Entrée, Dessert

· Vertical Realities / Manna / Biblical Morsels / Words to the Wise / Sound bites

· Date?

· Time?

· Length?

· Closed / Open?

The Soup Course – What’s the name ‘Vertical Reality’ all about?

The Great Commandment

Matthew 22:34-40

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 

35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 

36
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 

37
Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'[2]

38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 

39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'[3] 

40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

2.
22:37 Deut. 6:5 

3.
22:39 Lev. 19:18

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (Shema)

4   Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. [1] 

5   Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

6   These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.

7   Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.

8   Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.

9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

Leviticus 19:18

18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord .

The Entrée:

Vertical Horizons -- Growing in Christ

2 Peter 1

5
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 

6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 

7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 

8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A Conflict?  Or -- a matter of maturity?

Romans 3:21-24

Righteousness Through Faith 

21
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.

22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24
and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

James 2:24

24
You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

Beginning the Journey

(Based on a Sermon by Voddie Baucham – “With All Your Heart”)

Question: Why should God let you into heaven?

Hebrews 10:19-25

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,

20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,

21 and since we have a great high priest over the house of God,

22 let us draw near to God, with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.

25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

1. We must be Convinced (19) about several things:

· The Blood of Jesus (19)

· The Body of Jesus (he came not only to die, but to live, as a model of God on earth)

· Know Jesus through the Bible

· Homer: 16 manuscripts, 600 years after his death

· Aristotle: 25 manuscripts, 900 years after his death

· New Testament: 1000's of manuscripts, within the lifetime of eyewitnesses

· (Andy will preach on this 3/10,17,24)

· The Blessing of Jesus (20, 21)

· Jews were separated from God by the Temple Curtain -- only the High Priest could enter the 'Most Holy Place', and that only once a year

· Christ is alive today
2. We must be Converted (22)

· Changed; Transformed 

· James 2:19 --  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder.

· Born Again

· John 3:3 -- In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.

· Act like we're converted

· Acts 26:20 -- First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.

· Believe that we're converted

· Andy's 'Nu Me' series

· I Cor 6:9-11 -- 9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders  10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

3. Be Committed (23)

· To our Confessions (23)

· To our Companions (24)

· To the Church (25)

The Dessert -- Looking Ahead

Future Vertical Horizons Discussions

Abide  >>  Renew (your mind)  >> Transform  >> Conform

· Abide: John 15:5

· Renew: Romans 12:2

· Transform: Romans 12:2

Conform: Romans 8:29

· Jesus Teaches Nicodemus

John 3: 1-21

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him."

3In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.[1] "

4"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!"

5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[2] gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You[3] must be born again.' 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

9"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.

10"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man.[4] 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.[5]

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[6] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.[7] 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."[8]

1
3:3 Or born from above; also in verse 7

2
3:6 Or but spirit

3
3:7 The Greek is plural.

4
3:13 Some manuscripts Man, who is in heaven

5
3:15 Or believes may have eternal life in him

6
3:16 Or his only begotten Son

7
3:18 Or God's only begotten Son

8
3:21 Some interpreters end the quotation after verse 15.
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