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Vertical Reality / Horizontal Reality

Session #6 – Foundations of Community
1 Corinthians 12:27 -- Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Session Outline

1) Appetizer

Your part of the puzzle 

Prayer

'Self Help' points

2) Horizontal Reality framework

a) Heart of the Cross

b) Self-God-Self-Community inward spiral (puzzle)

3) Anthropology / Biology (Marsha Shenk / Bestwork)

a) Thriving

b) Biology of Community

c) Vulnerability / Shared Vulnerability – Specialization / Roles / Organization

d) Virtuosity / Domains

e) Scale of Competence (puzzle)

f) Fat Arrows

g) Offers and Requests (back to thriving)

4) Purpose-Driven Life (Rick Warren) (Day 29-32)

a) Foundation statements (Days 1-3)

i) God is the center, not me

(1) Silver's comment

ii) God is my creator; I am His creation.  He sets the plan – not me

iii) I am not an accident; my life is planned

(1) Ethyl Waters: “ God doesn’t make junk”

iv) God has a unique purpose for me

b) Why community?

i) Why are there no mini-raptures?

ii) Day 15-16 – Relationships

(1) Because God is Love, His nature is relational
(2) I was formed (SHAPEd) for God’s family

(3) Family = all believers; past, present and future

(a) Hebrews 12:1- “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses…”

(4) All 10 commandments deal with relationships; 4 with God, 6 with others

(5) Galatians 5:14 – “The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

(6) Rick Warren: “The best use of life is love; The best expression of love is time; the best time to love is now”

iii) (John 3:16) 1 John 3:16 –“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”

iv) Special views of Community

(1) Community through the lens of Mission and Ministry
We are all Ministers and Missionaries.  Our Ministry is our purpose inside the Body of Christ; Our Mission is our purpose outside the Body of Christ

(2) Community through the lens of Service: 
Service is the pathway to significance

v) QUESTION: Do all Christians have to be part of a church?

c) God SHAPEd me for a purpose, to serve Him
i) Foundation statements

(1) Only you can be you – no one else can play the role God planned for you

(2) If you don’t make your unique contribution to the body of Christ, it won’t be made

(3) Intended function determines form (SHAPE)

(4) God never wastes anything

ii) What determines my SHAPE?

(1) S – Spiritual Gifts

(2) H – Heart

(3) A – Abilities

(4) P – Personality

(5) E – Experiences

iii) 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

iv) Isaiah 29:16
You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "He did not make me"? Can the pot say of the potter, "He knows nothing"?

d) Unwrapping your Spiritual Gifts
i) If your Spiritual Gifts are not used, others are cheated
ii) Discovering you gifts

(1) Tests

(a) My example

(2) Others' input

iii) An unopened Gift is worthless

iv) Problems with realizing Spiritual Gifts:

(1) Gift Envy

(2) Gift Projection

v) 1 Peter 4:8-10
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.

vi) QUESTION: What are your Spiritual Gifts?

e) Listening to your Heart
i) Heart = bundle of desires, hopes, interests, ambitions, dreams and affections

ii) Source of all your motivations

iii) Proverbs 27:19: As water reflects a face, so a man's heart reflects the man.

iv) Determines why you say, feel and act the way you do

v) All heartbeats unique; God also gave us a unique “emotional heartbeat”

vi) Where did you interests come from? …. God!  There is a reason you love to do what you love to do.

vii) God wants you to serve passionately

viii) Signs you are on track with your Heart:

(1) Enthusiasm

(2) Effectiveness

ix) QUESTION: What is it that you're doing when you're 'in the zone / lose track of time?  Where do you 'Find the magic'?

f) Applying your Abilities
i) All abilities come from God

ii) Different from Spiritual Gifts, in that they are given from birth

iii) Average person possesses 500-700 skills and abilities

iv) Acts 11:29
The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea.

v) To determine God’s will for your life, seriously examine what you’re good at doing, and what you’re not good at…. God will not ask you to dedicate your life to a task you have no talent for

vi) The talents you do have are a strong indication of what God would want you to do with your life; they are the clues to knowing God’s will for you

vii) Whatever you’re good at, it is a safe assumption that God’s plan for your life includes that skill somehow.  

viii) DISCUSSION: God doesn’t waste abilities… he matches our calling and our capabilities

(1) (BUT: “God doesn’t call the capable, He makes capable those whom he calls”)

ix) (Parable of the Talents – Matthew 25: 14-30)

x) QUESTION: What are your abilities?

g) Using your Personality
i) There never has been, and never will be, anyone exactly like you

ii) Personality differences in disciples…. Easy to see why there was sometimes conflict!

iii) Personality (temperament) will determine the expression of your Gifts (ministry)

iv) (Myers-Briggs / DISC)

v) When you are forced to minister in a manner which is out of character, it causes tension and stress…. This is why it never pays to mimic someone else

vi) When you minister in a manner consistent with the personality God gave you, you experience fulfillment, satisfaction and fruitfulness

vii) God made you to be you; learn from the examples of others, but filter that through your SHAPE

h) Employing your Experiences
i) You have been SHAPEd by your experiences in life, most of which were beyond your control.  God allowed them for His purpose of molding you.

ii) (John Sage – President and Co-founder, Pura Vida Coffee: Consider in your life the pivotal

(a) Circumstances

(b) People

(c) Moments

(2) What was the pattern?  What was God telling you?

(3) Look for where your deep joy intersects with the world’s deep need)

(4) QUESTION: What are the pivotal points in your life?

iii) Consider six kinds of experiences:

(1) Family

(2) Educational

(3) Vocational

(4) Spiritual

(5) Ministry

(6) Painful experiences

(a) God never wastes a hurt

(b) Your greatest ministry will probably come from your greatest pain

(c) God intentionally allows you to go through painful experiences to equip you for a ministry to others

(d) 2 Cor 1:3-4
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

(e) “If you really desire to be used by God, you must understand this powerful truth: The very experiences that you have resented or regretted most in life, the ones you’ve wanted to hide and forget, are the very experiences God wants to use to help others.  They ARE your ministry.”
(f) “For God to use your painful experiences, you must be willing to share them.  You have to stop covering them up, and you must honestly admit your faults, and failures and fears.  Doing this will probably be your most effective ministry.  People are always more encouraged when we share how God’s grace helped us in our weaknesses than when we brag about our strengths.
(g) Only SHARED experiences can benefit others

(h)   do with what happens to you”

(i) Don’t waste your pain!  Use it to help others!

(j) QUESTION: How have you seen God work through pain?

Rick Warren: “Using your SHAPE is the secret of both fruitfulness and fulfillment in ministry.  You will be most effective when you use your Spiritual Gifts and Abilities in the area of your Heart’s desire, and in a way that best expresses your Personality and Experiences.  The better the fit, the more successful you will be.”

Notes from Purpose-Driven Life

Rick Warren

Purpose 4 – You were SHAPED for Serving God – Service / Ministry

Day 29 – You were put on earth to make a contribution

1) “Ministry”  - your assignment of service; all Christians are ministers; all Christians are called to serve

2) Spiritual Maturity is never and end in itself  - it is for ministry (service)

3) Self Help – Getting the most out of life… but God wants you to give something back

4) You are not saved by service, but you are saved for service

5) Study without service leads to spiritual stagnation

6) We’re more interested in “Serve Us” vs. “Service”

7) A saved heart is one that wants to serve

8) Why does God not take us to heaven immediately upon our salvation?  Why are there not lots of ‘mini-raptures’ when we are saved?  Because we are called to Service.

9) Any time you use your God-given abilities to serve others, you are fulfilling your calling

10) We are only fully alive when we are serving others.  If you aren’t serving, you’re just existing – life was meant for service

11) Service is the pathway to significance.  

12) POINT TO PONDER: Service is not optional

13) QUESTION TO CONSIDER: What s holding me back from accepting God’s call to serve to him?

14) VERSE TO REMEMBER:
Ephesians 2:10
For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Matthew 10:39

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it

Day 30 – SHAPEd for Serving God

Job 10:8

"Your hands shaped me and made me.

Isaiah 43:21 
the people I formed for myself  that they may proclaim my praise.

1) POINT TO PONDER – I was SHAPEd for serving God

2) Intended function determines form

3) You are the way you are because you were shaped for a specific ministry – You’re a one-of-a-kind masterpiece

4) “God doesn’t make junk” – Ethyl Waters

5) God never wastes anything… he would not have put anything into your life if he didn’t intend to use it

6) SHAPE

a) S – Spiritual Gifts

b) H – Heart

c) A – Abilities

d) P – Personality

e) E – Experience

7) Unwrapping your Spiritual Gifts

a) Given only to believers

b) If not used, others are cheated
c) An unopened gift is worthless

d) Problems with realizing Spiritual Gifts:

i) Gift Envy

ii) Gift Projection

8) Listening to your Heart
a) Heart = bundle of desires, hopes, interests, ambitions, dreams and affections

b) Source of all your motivations

c) Proverbs 27:19: As water reflects a face, so a man's heart reflects the man.

d) Determines why you say, feel and act the way you do

e) All heartbeats unique; God also gave us a unique “emotional heartbeat”

f) Where did you interests come from? …. God!  There is a reason you love to do what you love to do.

g) God wants you to serve passionately

h) Signs you are on track with your Heart:

i) Enthusiasm

ii) Effectiveness

9) POINT TO PONDER – I was SHAPEd for serving God

10) VERSE TO REMEMBER:
1 Corinthians 12:6
God works through different people in different ways, but it is the same God that achieves His purpose through them all (New Testament in Modern English, J. B. Philips)

11) QUESTION TO CONSIDER: In what way can I see myself passionately serving others, and loving it?

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

Day 31 – Understanding your SHAPE

Psalm 139:13

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.

2) Only you can be you – no one else can play the role God planned for you

3) If you don’t make your unique contribution to the body of Christ, it won’t be made

4) Applying your Abilities
g) All abilities come from God

h) Different from Spiritual Gifts, in that they are given from birth

i) Average person possesses 500-700 skills and abilities

j) Deuteronomy 8:18
But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

k) How to use your business to glorify God:

i) Realize that all abilities come from God

ii) Use your business to serve a need of others, and to share your faith

iii) Return at least a tithe

iv) Make is your goal to be a Kingdom builder, not just a wealth builder

l) Acts 11:29
The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea.

m) What I’m able to do, God wants me to do.  No one else can play my role

n) To determine God’s will for your life, seriously examine what you’re good at doing, and what you’re not good at…. God will not ask you to dedicate your life to a task you have no talent for

o) The talents you do have are a strong indication of what God would want you to do with your life; they are the clues to knowing God’s will for you

p) Whatever you’re good at, it is a safe assumption that God’s plan for your life includes that skill somehow.  

q) God doesn’t waste abilities… he matches our calling and our capabilities

r) (BUT: “God doesn’t call the capable, He makes capable those whom he calls”)

s) Your abilities were given for your ministry.

The Parable of the Talents 

14"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents[1] of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 
19"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 
21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
22"The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 
23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
24"Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 
26"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 
28" 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

5) Using your Personality
g) There never has been, and never will be, anyone exactly like you

h) Personality differences in disciples…. Easy to see why there was sometimes conflict!

i) Personality (temperament) will determine the expression of your Gifts (ministry)

j) When you are forced to minister in a manner which is out of character, it causes tension and stress…. This is why it never pays to mimic someone else

k) God made you to be you; learn from the examples of others, but filter that through your SHAPE

l) When you minister in a manner consistent with the personality God gave you, you experience fulfillment, satisfaction and fruitfulness

6) Employing your Experiences
g) You have been SHAPEd by your experiences in life, most of which were beyond your control.  God allowed them for His purpose of molding you.

h) (John Sage – President and Co-founder, Pura Vida Coffee: Consider in your life the pivotal

(1) Circumstances

(2) People

(3) Moments

ii) What was the pattern?  What was God telling you?

iii) Look for where your deep joy intersects with the world’s deep need) 

i) Consider six kinds of experiences:

i) Family

ii) Educational

iii) Vocational

iv) Spiritual

v) Ministry

vi) Painful experiences

(1) God never wastes a hurt

(2) Your greatest ministry will probably come from your greatest pain

(3) God intentionally allows you to go through painful experiences to equip you for a ministry to others

(4) 2 Cor 1:3-4
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

(5) “If you really desire to be used by God, you must understand this powerful truth: The very experiences that you have resented or regretted most in life, the ones you’ve wanted to hide and forget, are the very experiences God wants to use to help others.  They ARE your ministry.”
(6) “For God to use your painful experiences, you must be willing to share them.  You have to stop covering them up, and you must honestly admit your faults, and failures and fears.  Doing this will probably be your most effective ministry.  People are always more encouraged when we share how God’s grace helped us in our weaknesses than when we brag about our strengths.
(a) Paul’s witness re: his depression in Asia
2 Corinthians 1:8-10
8We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us…

(b) Only SHARED experiences can benefit others

(c) Aldus Huxley: “Experience is not what happens to you, it’s what you do with what happens to you”

(d) Don’t waste your pain!  Use it to help others!

7) “Using your SHAPE is the secret of both fruitfulness and fulfillment in ministry.  You will be most effective when you use your Spiritual Gifts and Abilities in the area of your Heart’s desire, and in a way that best expresses your Personality and Experiences.  The better the fit, the more successful you will be”.

8) POINT TO PONDER: Nobody else can be me.

9) VERSE TO REMEMBER: “God has given each of you some special abilities.  Be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to others God’s many kinds of blessings.”   1 Peter 4:10 (Living Bible)

10) QUESTION TO CONSIDER: What kind of God-given ability or personal experience can I offer to my church?

Day 32 – Using what God Gave You

Romans 12:5 (The Message)

“Since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be what we were made to be”

Danish Proverb

“What you are is God’s gift to you; what you do with yourself it syour gift to God”

1) God deserves your Best
2) He SHAPEd you for a purpose, and He expects you to make the most of what you’ve been given

3) He doesn’t want you to worry about or covet abilities you don’t have; instead, He wants you to focus on talents He’s given you to use.

4) When you attempt to serve God in ways you’re not SHAPEd to serve, it feels like forcing a square peg into a round hole.  It’s frustrating and produces limited results.  It’s also a waste of your time, your talent and your energy.  

5) The best use of your life is to serve God out of your SHAPE 

6) To do this, you must

a) Discover your SHAPE

b) Learn to accept and enjoy your SHAPE

c) Develop your SHAPE to its fullest potential

7) Discovering your SHAPE

a) Begin by assessing your gifts and abilities

i) Make a list

ii) Ask others’ opinions.  Spiritual Gifts and natural abilities are always confirmed by others

iii) Where have you seen fruit in your life?

iv) Where have you already been successful?

b) Tests are useful, but do not rely on them

c) The more mature you become, the more likely you will manifest the characteristics of a number of the Gifts… you may be behaving out of maturity, rather than giftedness

d) Experimentation is the best

i) People say ‘Discover your Spiritual Gift, then you’ll know your ministry’… it actually happens the exact opposite way!  Serve first, then discover!

e) Don’t use age (old or young) as an excuse

f) Consider your Heart and Personality (get feedback from those who know you best)

i) What do really enjoy doing most?

ii) When do I feel most fully alive?

iii) What am I doing when I lose track of time?

iv) Do I like routine, or variety?

v) Do I prefer serving with a team or by myself?

vi) Am I more introverted or extroverted?

vii) Am I more a thinker or a feeler?

viii) What do I enjoy more, competing or cooperating?

g) Think about the Experiences that have shaped you

i) (God is always present in your life.  Consider the key events in your life…. What is the pattern?  What is God telling you?

ii) (John Sage – President and Co-founder, Pura Vida Coffee: Consider in your life the pivotal

(a) Circumstances

(b) People

(c) Moments

(2) What was the pattern?  What was God telling you?

(3) Look for where your deep joy intersects with the world’s deep need)

iii) Do a weekend ‘Life Review Retreat’

h) Accept and Enjoy your shape

i) Your shape was sovereignly designed by God for His purpose

ii) Don’t resent, reject or reshape – celebrate!

iii) Recognize your limitations

iv) Paul’s goal – stay within the boundaries

v) God assigns each of us a field; a sphere of service

(1) Your SHAPE determines your specialty

(2) When we overextend our ministry reach beyond what God has SHAPEd us for, we experience stress

(3) Don’t be envious

vi) Satan will try to steal the joy of service by tempting you to:

(1) Compare your ministry to others

(a) Never compare, because you will either become

(i) Discouraged or

(ii) Prideful

(b) John Bunyan: “ If my life is fruitless, it doesn’t matter who praises me; If my life is fruitful, it doesn’t’ matter who criticizes me

(2) Conform your ministry to expectations of others

i) Continue to cultivate and develop your SHAPE

i) Become increasingly more effective

ii) If you don’t utilize abilities and Gifts, you will lose them

(1) Jesus’ parable of the talents – servant failed to use his talent

iii) Whatever Gifts you’ve been given can be enlarged and developed through practice

iv) Take advantage of every training opportunity

8) POINT TO PONDER: God deserves my best

9) VERSE TO REMEMBER:
2 Timothy 2:15
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth

10) QUESTION TO CONSIDER: How can I make the best use of what God has given me?
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