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Vertical Reality / Horizontal Reality

Session #6 – Foundations of Community
1 Corinthians 12:27 -- Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Session Outline

1) Appetizer

Your part of the puzzle 

2) Horizontal Reality framework

a) Heart of the Cross

b) Self-God-Self-Community inward spiral (puzzle)

3) Anthropology / Biology (Marsha Shenk / Bestwork)

4) Purpose-Driven Life (Rick Warren) (Day 29-32)

a) Foundation statements (Days 1-3)

i) God is the center, not me

ii) God is my creator; I am His creation.  He sets the plan – not me

iii) I am not an accident; my life is planned

iv) God has a unique purpose for me

b) Why community?

i) Hebrews 12:1- “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses…”

ii) Galatians 5:14 – “The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

iii) Rick Warren: “The best use of life is love; The best expression of love is time; the best time to love is now”

iv) (John 3:16) 1 John 3:16 –“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”

v) QUESTION: Do all Christians have to be part of a church?

c) God SHAPEd me for a purpose, to serve Him
i) What determines my SHAPE?

(1) S – Spiritual Gifts

(2) H – Heart

(3) A – Abilities

(4) P – Personality

(5) E – Experiences

ii) 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

iii) Isaiah 29:16
You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "He did not make me"? Can the pot say of the potter, "He knows nothing"?

d) Unwrapping your Spiritual Gifts
i) 1 Peter 4:8-10
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.

ii) QUESTION: What are your Spiritual Gifts?

e) Listening to your Heart
i) Proverbs 27:19: As water reflects a face, so a man's heart reflects the man.

ii) QUESTION: What is it that you're doing when you're 'in the zone / lose track of time?  Where do you 'Find the magic'?

f) Applying your Abilities
i) Acts 11:29
The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea.

ii) DISCUSSION: God doesn’t waste abilities… he matches our calling and our capabilities

(1) (BUT: “God doesn’t call the capable, He makes capable those whom he calls”)

iii) (Parable of the Talents – Matthew 25: 14-30)

iv) QUESTION: What are your abilities?

g) Using your Personality
h) Employing your Experiences
i) (John Sage – President and Co-founder, Pura Vida Coffee: Consider in your life the pivotal

(a) Circumstances

(b) People

(c) Moments

(2) What was the pattern?  What was God telling you?

(3) Look for where your deep joy intersects with the world’s deep need)

(4) QUESTION: What are the pivotal points in your life?

(a) 2 Cor 1:3-4
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

(b) QUESTION: How have you seen God work through pain?

Rick Warren: “Using your SHAPE is the secret of both fruitfulness and fulfillment in ministry.  You will be most effective when you use your Spiritual Gifts and Abilities in the area of your Heart’s desire, and in a way that best expresses your Personality and Experiences.  The better the fit, the more successful you will be.”
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