Vertical Reality
Key points from “Repacking your Bags” (Dick Leider)
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Find Your Smile 

"When was the last time you had a real good belly laugh?"

Philippians 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

Worship.



Redefine The Good Life 

"To put it simply, the formula for the good life is: Living in the Place you belong, with the People you Love, doing the Right Work, on Purpose."

Rom 12:2 - Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.



Decide What's Important in Your Life 

"Ultimately, it comes down to a series of trade-offs. What are you willing to trade in one area of your life to get what you want in another?"

Who is Lord of your life?

Joshua 24:15
But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD ."

Big Rocks.





Lighten Your Load 

"The more we do, the more responsibilities we have, the heavier our loads tend to be and the more important it is that we ask ourselves why we're carrying what we're carrying."

Matthew 6:34
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Worry lives in the future.  Anger lives in the past.  
"This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice, and be glad in it."  Psalm 118:24




Do the Right Work 

"Knowledge of what we call doing the right work, together with a strong sense of talents and purpose in life, is an essential part of answering the question, ' What do I want to be when I grow up?'"

What is your Calling?  Know your God-given SHAPE:
  - Spiritual Gifts
  - Heart (passions)
  - Abilities
  - Personality
  - Experiences





Discover Your Life's Purpose 

"We're inspired by stories of people who seem to have the "perfect job"; whose talents, passions, and values are in alignment and who regularly feel a powerful sense of personal fulfillment. We call this "lifestyle of the rich in purpose." "

Your purpose comes from God.  He is the Creator, and He created you for a PURPOSE.

Isaiah 29:16
You turn things upside down, 
as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! 
Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 
"He did not make me"? 
Can the pot say of the potter, 
"He knows nothing"?





Develop More Meaningful Relationships 

"How many of our friends are what we call 'nutritious people'? Nutritious people are the people in our lives who genuinely 'feed' our souls."

John 13:34-35
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."





Find Your Place in the World 

"The quest for the good life is a product of daily schedules and nightly dreams but in order to really live it, you need to find a place beyond schedules and outside of dreams, a place where time stands still and you can stand still within it."

God's PURPOSE for you includes both a Ministry (a role to play within the Body of Christ) and a Mission (a role to play with non-believers).




Achieve Balance in Your Life 

"If you know where you want to spend your time on work, love, place, or purpose and can allocate it accordingly, you won't feel so trapped. You'll feel less weighted down by the demands of your schedule and more in control of where you are headed."

The model: Jesus





Get Lost to Find Yourself 

"You don't just radically change your life one day and pick things up right where you left off the next. You need to give yourself time to get used to the changes, to adapt, to get comfortable with what's new and different."

Seeming paradox: In order to 'find yourself', you must DIE to self and sin, and find LIFE in God's Purpose for you… in Christ!  (Romans 5:8-12)

Luke 9:24 - For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.

Rom 12:2 - Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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