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1) Introductory remarks

a) The Armful (Robert Frost)

b) The half-truth of Self Help

2) Repacking your bags (Dick Leider)

a) Possible Central Theme

b) Life is a Journey

c) Bags – a metaphor for what we carry through life

d) How it began

i) “Inventure Expedition” to Africa

ii) Serengeti Plains, East Africa – Massai village of Magaduru

iii) Tall, lean Massai man in the ‘pose of the heron’: “Jambo!  Welcome to my boma!”

iv) Thaddeus Ole Koyie, village chief

v) Leider’s fancy pack vs. Koyie’s (only a spear and a stick for cattle tending)

vi) Leider proudly lays out all his stuff… Koyie asks “Does all this make you happy?”

vii) Began to assemble thoughts on how to lighten his load
e) Core findings:

i) Unpacking and Repacking – critical life skills. Perform periodically
ii) Patterns of behavior that have helped us get to where we are, but are not helping us get to where we want to be.

iii) “By having less in our lives, we can get more out of life”

iv) Four critical factors:

(1) Work

(a) We labor in ways unrelated to what we really want

(2) Love

(3) Place

(4) Purpose

v) Happiness has more to do with experiencing than with having
3) Bag metaphor - "What's in your bag?"

a) Possible Central Theme
b) Dimensions of the Bag

i) Time

ii) Money

iii) Emotion

c) Bag = Baggage (Impedimenta)

d) No bag at all

i) Commissioning of the 12/70

e) What you pack will determine how you behave

i) Do not pack your bag with tools to be false or crafty (Deut 25:13)

ii) We pack our bags to tool us to sin, and then feel guilty when we do

f) Physical Bag props

i) Brick = Baggage / impedimenta

(1) Christ sets us free

(2) Accept your freedom!

ii) Lotsa other stuff!

(1) Packing list: (intro to contents… they are intentional)

(2) Checkbook: Shows where you spend your money

(3)  Bible: word of God (small and large)

(4) “More than a Carpenter” : Evangelical tools

(5) Pennies: Blessings

(6) Teddy bear: childish things

(7) Family Photo: Family

(8) ‘Friend’ plaque: Friends

(9) Fish ornament: nature

(10) Car Keys: Material things

(11) Digital Camera: worldly toys

(12) Digital Camera charger: stuff to maintain toys

(13) Mug: Party time

(14) Fire Extinguisher: Preparedness for emergencies, or SALVATION

(15) Sunscreen/ bug spray: Protection from the World

(16) Mousse / Hairdryer: Vanity

(17) “God’s Promises” book

(18) “God’s Answer’s” book

(19) Emmaus Cross: Christian Community

(20) “Lethal Weapon” video: media inundation

(21) Phil Donahue picture: infatuation with world leaders / celebrities

(22) ‘Excellence / Leadership’ plaque: Call to work ‘as for the Lord’

(23) Flashlight / headlamp: Jesus, the Light of the World

(24) “Discipline of the Methodist Church”: Tradition / Dogma

(25) “Book of Mormon”: False Teaching

(26) “Conversations with God”: New Age

(27) “Canvas” Series: good teaching

(28) Binoculars: focus / clarity

(29) Water: Necessities of life

(30) Quarters: Love of Money

(31) Weight: pre-arranging to sin (Deut 25:13)

(32) Map: a Plan

(33) Knife: Defense OR Agression

(34) Black boy: Prejudice

(35) Ball: Sports OR fitness

(36) Harmonica: Music

(37) “Josephus” book: History

(38) “Guinness Book of World Records”: Preoccupation with achievements of Man

(39) Diploma: Focus on personal achievement

(40) GTA Brochure: Arts / Humanites

(41) Delta Vacations magazine: Vacations / travel OR Recreation

(42) REI Magazine: Outdoors OR Girls / opposite sex.

(43) Chair: Comfort

(44) Two birds with Red Shoes: Absolutely meaningless junk

4) [Lessons from] the Commissioning  of the Disciples (Apostles)

a) Possible central theme – I have just touched lightly - lots more in Matthew

b)  Commissioning the 12

i) Verses

(1) Matt 10:1-42 (9)

(2) Mark 6:7-11 (8)

(3) Luke 9:1-5 (3)

ii) Marks the beginning of the Disciple’s own Ministry in Jesus’ name, and their mission was precisely the same as his

iii) Jesus’ third tour of Galilee

(1) First: with four fishermen

(2) Second: with 12 Disciples

(3) This (third): Alone, and Disciples on their own

(4) (Fourth: 70 went before him, two by two, into all the towns he was about to visit)

iv) To the Lost Sheep of Israel

v) Jesus gave them power

vi) Two by two

vii) Jesus told them to ‘pack light

(1) Take No Bag
(2) Take No Gold / Silver / Copper

(3) No Bread

(4) No extra Sandals / Tunic / Staff (Luke: no staff)

(5) God will provide, through their work (Matt 10:9)

viii) Do not move about

ix) If they don’t listen, shake the dust off your feet

c) Commissioning the 70 (72)

i) Verses

(1) Luke 10:1-16 (return = Luke 10:17-24)

(2) Travel light

(a) Take no purse / bag / sandals

(3) Travel fast / purposefully

(a) Do not greet anyone on the road

d) The Great Commission

i) Preparation for the Great Commission

(1) Remarks at the Last Supper

(a) Reminder of previous Commissions (Luke 22:35)

(b) This time, ‘Be Prepared’ (Luke 22:36)

ii) The Great Commission (Luke 28:16-20, Mark 16:15-18))

5) Burdens

a) Possible Central Theme

b) Pilgrim’s Progress

6) Pilgrim’s Progress

a) Possible Central Theme

7) Follow Up

a) Timeline of Jesus’ Ministry (see pages 1478-1479)

