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1. Big Plans
· Recap / discussion of thoughts from Andy Stanley sermon “Asking Big”
· Challenge statement: “What are you working on BIG”?  (Charlie Renfro)
· We tend to plan small (when we plan at all)

· We tend to pray small

· The small stuff will take care of itself

· Do we ‘bore’  God with small prayers?

· What is “Big”?

· What is “Not Big”?  Is this “Small”?

· Will the small stuff just get done anyway?

· Is ‘”Big” better?

· Verses

· Ask – Seek – Knock (Matt 7:7)

· Seek first His Kingdom (Matt 6:33)

· Desires of your Heart (Ps 37:4)

· Commit your plans to the Lord (Prov 16:3)

· Is it important to Pray persistently?  Why?

· Is it important to Pray boldly?  Why?

· Think about it: What “Grips your heart”?

2. God’s relationship to us

· Relational adjectives

· FOR us

· THROUGH us

· TO us

· What do these mean?

· Do we tend to focus on what we want God to do FOR us?

· What would happen if we focused God doing something TO us?

· What would happen if we focused God doing something THROUGH us?

3. Our Relationship to God

· Do we really focus on this?

· Is God really the CENTER of our lives?  If so, why do we not focus on what HE wants?

· Relational adjectives (THINK THROUGH)

· FOR Him (Service)
· FROM Him (God’s thoughts / impulse)
· TO Him (Worship)
· THROUGH Him (God’s Perspective)
4. POWER from God 
(much material from Charles Stanley ‘In Touch’,  Lifting ht Level of our Praying” 1/17-19)
· 3 things to understand

· Who God is

· How much God loves us

· Who we are, in Christ (Gal 4:1-7 – sons and heirs)
· God intends us to live for Him, and have His power
· Dr. Stanley’s message (date) GET NOTES / REVIEW

· Three prayers of Paul all focus on Power

· Ephesians 1:15-23

· Colossians 1:9-14

· Ephesians 3:14-19 (rooted and established love)
CLOSING POINT:

If we are sons and daughters of the King, we are then Princes and Princesses.  Do we really think of ourselves as Princes and Princesses, and behave that way?

DIDN’T GET TO POINTS BELOW THIS

· God uses ordinary people.
· Peter and John before the Sanhedrin: (Acts 4:13)
· Power made perfect in weakness (2 Cor 12:9)

· God wants us to rely on him (2 Cor 1:9)
5. The Lord’s Prayer

· (Think through this and how it relates to:
· Big

· For-Through-To

· Not a ‘formula prayer’…

· ASK: What was Jesus teaching
6. Action

· What prevents us from Asking Big?

· What prevents us from Acting on the Big Plans God has for us?

· Is it necessary to see everything clearly to act?

· Big Plans = Big Rocks
Big Plans verses
POWER Verses
God desires His POWER for us
Ephesians 1:15-23

15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Colossians 1:9-14
9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you[d] to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption,[e] the forgiveness of sins.
Ephesians 3:14-19

14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family[a] in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
Closing Prayer
Ephesians 3:20-21

 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Galations 4:1-6
1What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba,[a] Father."
God uses Ordinary People

Acts 4:13 (Peter and John before the Sanhedrin)
13When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
2 Corinthians 12:9 (power made perfect in weakness)
But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.
2 Corinthians 1:9 (rely on God)
9Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 11:1-4
1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples." 

 2He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

   " 'Father,[a] 

   hallowed be your name, 

   your kingdom come.[b] 

 3Give us each day our daily bread. 

 4Forgive us our sins, 

      for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.[c] 

   And lead us not into temptation.[d]' "
Matthew 6:5-15
5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

 9"This, then, is how you should pray: 

   " 'Our Father in heaven, 

   hallowed be your name, 

 10your kingdom come, 

   your will be done 

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

 11Give us today our daily bread. 

 12Forgive us our debts, 

      as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

 13And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from the evil one.[a]' 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Matthew 7:7

Ask, Seek, Knock 

 7"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
Matthew 6:33

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Psalms 37:4

Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.
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