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1. Levels of Decision-Making (Word View >> Beliefs >> Values >> Behaviors)
2. “Filter Questions”

3. Process of Decision-making – Discerning God’s will

Content
1. Levels of Decision-making

· The Four Levels:

a. World View

b. Beliefs

c. Values

d. Behaviors
· Choices at each level

a. Can you make decisions at all levels?

b. Do we often spend much time thinking about / deciding deeper than ‘behaviors’?

c. What is the impact at different levels? (deeper level / more profound)
· Congruence between levels

a. Continual issues at a ‘higher’ level may indicates double-mindedness at a lower level

· Decisiveness – sticking to your decisions

a. Double-mindedness – James 4:8, James 1:8
2. “Filter Questions”

a. IMMATURE - Childish:

i. Is it what I want?

ii. Can I get away with it?

iii. Does it assert my prominence?

b. LEGAL - Mature regular: “Is it ‘legal’”?
i. Encourages pressing the ‘margins’
c. WISE - Andy Stanley: “Is it Wise” ?

i. He who walks with the wise grows wise, but the companion of fools suffers harm” (Prov 13:20)
ii. Encourages developing ‘margin’
d. HOLY - Fusion (Rob Bell?): “Is it Holy”? (does it draw you closer to God?)

e. GOD’S BEST WILL - Me: “Does it bless the heart of God”? (the Creator and purposer)

3. Process of Decision-making – Discerning God’s will

· The Lord Appears to Elijah

· 1 Kings 19:11-12
The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.

· Henry Blackaby (Joel) – God speaks through:
· Word

· Circumstances

· People

· Prayer

· James 1:2-8

· Trials build ability to make decisions

· Ask God for Wisdom

· Don’t be double-minded

· Spirit-lead Decision-making (Defer)

· See Mary Welchel work

· James 3:17 -- 17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.
· Purity

· Peace-Loving

· Considerate

· Submissive

· Full of Mercy and Good Fruit

· Impartial and Sincere
Decision-making Verses

GENERAL ‘CHOOSE / DECISION’ Verses

Deuteronomy 30:19-20

19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Joshua 24:15

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."
BEHAVIOR Choices
1 Peter 4:3

For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry.

Proverbs 3:31

Do not envy a violent man or choose any of his ways,
VALUES Choices

Proverbs 8:10

Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than choice gold,
Proverbs 16:16

How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose understanding rather than silver!
James 4:4

You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.
BELIEFS Choices

Proverbs 1:29

Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD,

WORLD VIEW Choices

Deut 6:4 (Shema)
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
STICKING TO Choices

James 4:8

Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Choosing to PLEASE GOD
Isaiah 56:1-5 Salvation for Others 
 1 This is what the LORD says: 

       "Maintain justice 

       and do what is right, 

       for my salvation is close at hand 

       and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 

 2 Blessed is the man who does this, 

       the man who holds it fast, 

       who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, 

       and keeps his hand from doing any evil." 
 3 Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say, 

       "The LORD will surely exclude me from his people." 

       And let not any eunuch complain, 

       "I am only a dry tree." 
 4 For this is what the LORD says: 

       "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, 

       who choose what pleases me 

       and hold fast to my covenant- 

 5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls 

       a memorial and a name 

       better than sons and daughters; 

       I will give them an everlasting name 

       that will not be cut off. 

Choosing to DO GOD’S WILL

John 7:16-18
16Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. 17If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.

SPIRIT-LED Decisions

1 Cor 2: 6-16 Wisdom From the Spirit 

 6We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9However, as it is written: 

   "No eye has seen, 

      no ear has heard, 

   no mind has conceived 

   what God has prepared for those who love him"[b]— 10but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 

      The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.[c] 14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: 

 16"For who has known the mind of the Lord 

      that he may instruct him?"[d] But we have the mind of Christ.
ATTRIBUTES OF GOOD CHOICES

James 3:17

17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.
TRIALS – WISDOM FROM GOD - DOUBLEMINDEDNESS

James 1:2-8

2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.
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