Barna Definitions
Christian Market Researcher George Barna will sometimes classify respondents to surveys, in order to get detail on the demographics.  He has developed the taxonomy below.  His respondents do not self-identify as a certain classification; rather, he will classify them based on the criteria established for each classification.  I find the classifications and criteria themselves interesting and enlightening, so I have captured them here:

"Born again Christians" are defined as people who said they 

1. have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ,

2. that is still important in their life today, 

3. and who also indicated they believe that when they die they will go to Heaven because they had confessed their sins and had accepted Jesus Christ as their savior.

 Respondents are not asked to describe themselves as "born again." 

"Evangelicals" meet the born again criteria (described above) plus seven other conditions. Those include 

1. saying their faith is very important in their life today; 

2. believing they have a personal responsibility to share their religious beliefs about Christ with non-Christians; 

3. believing that Satan exists; 

4. believing that eternal salvation is possible only through grace, not works; 

5. believing that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth; 

6. asserting that the Bible is accurate in all that it teaches; 

7. and describing God as the all-knowing, all-powerful, perfect deity who created the universe and still rules it today. 

Being classified as an evangelical is not dependent upon church attendance or the denominational affiliation of the church attended. Respondents were not asked to describe themselves as "evangelical." 

"Revolutionaries" were classified on the basis of meeting 11 specific criteria. 

1. They have a clear sense of the meaning and purpose of their life; 

2. describe their relationship with and faith in God as the top priority in their life; 

3. consider themselves to be "Christian"; 

4. read the Bible regularly; 
5. pray regularly; 

6. deem their faith to be very important in their life; 

7. contend that the main objective in their life is to love God with all their heart, mind, strength and soul; 

8. describe God as the "all-knowing, all-powerful being who created the universe and still rules it today"; 

9. have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that is important in their life today; 

10. believe that when they die they will go to heaven only because they have confessed their sins and accepted Jesus Christ as their savior; 

11. and say that their faith in Christ has "greatly transformed" their life. 

