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This talk originally given for AAF Camping trip, 10-13-02.  I cannot find my notes, and am recreating the outline here to deliver to the Woodstock Area Fellowship tonight

1) Topic is ‘Blessings’.

a)  Pennies = metaphor for Blessing

b) ‘Angel Pennies (‘Grandpa’ poem)


2) Point 1: God wants to give you blessings

i) Easy to overlook blessings

(1) A penny may be more than a penny

ii) Easy to reject blessings

(1) We feel unworthy; but, we are faultless (Jude 1:24)
(2) He wants to give them; ask for them

(3) Prayer of Jabez (1 Chron 4:9-10)

(a) Reference Bruce Wilkinson, Prayer of Jabez, Secrets of the Vine, etc.)

(b) Reference Dorit Radandt, Sherry McHugh

3) Point 2: Not all blessings look like blessings

a) Song ‘Pennies from Heaven’

b) Romans 8:29


4) Point 3: To receive richest blessings, bless others

a) Rescue Diver

b) Scripture

i) The Greatest Commandment – (Matt 22:34-40)

ii) Focus on others (Phil 2:1-4)  

c) Song: Make me a Blessing

d) Folk Tale: Pennies Face Up

i) I would often pass up pennies

ii) Penny face up means good fortune all day – I would take, but leave those face down

iii) Penny face down – greater blessing – turn it over and leave it there


5) Point 4: Allow others to be blessed by blessing you

a) I believe God is blessed when you ask for and accept his blessings (ala earthly father)

b) See Point 1… allow others to be used of God to give you blessings


6) Hand out pennies

Andy Christiansen story – Andy Stanley’s grandfather

7) Lessons recap:

a) Accept God’s Blessings

b) Not all blessings look like blessings

c) To receive richest blessings, bless others

d) Allow others to be blessed by blessing you (see point ‘a’)
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Icebreaker

Go around the circle and let folks tell their names and a bit about themselves, and answer the question…. 

1) What blessing(s) comes to mind that you are thankful for?

Discussion Questions

2) How did the ‘Pennies’ metaphor strike you?  What else did you think of?


3) Why do we overlook blessings?


a) Can you think of a blessing you almost missed?

4) Why do we reject blessings?

a) Can you think of something you rejected that might have been a blessing?


5) How have you been blessed by something that didn’t seem like a blessing at first?


6) (Tough one): Is everything that happens to us as Christians ‘good’?


7) How have you seen others blessed by blessing others?


8) How have you been blessed by blessing someone else?


9) Why is it tough to let others bless us?


10) How have you seen others blessed by blessing you?

Jude 1:24-25

24   Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,
25   To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
Prayer of Jabez (1 Chron 4:9-10)

9 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, [3] saying, "I gave birth to him in pain." 10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request.
More Than Conquerors (Rom 8:28-29 (and continues - 39))
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,[1] who[2] have been called according to his purpose.

29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

The Greatest Commandment (Matt 22:34-40)
34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 
36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'[2] 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'[3] 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

Imitating Christ's Humility (Phil 2:1-4  (and continues –11))
1If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
God's Love and Ours (1 Jn 4:7-11) 
7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son[2] into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for[3] our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.


Galatians 5
13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature[1] ; rather, serve one another in love.

Doing Good to All (Gal 6:1-10)
1Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, 5for each one should carry his own load. 
6Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. 
7Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature[1] will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

1 Peter 4:8-10
8Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 

1 Peter 5
2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 

From http://www.alighthouse.com/penniesfromheaven.htm
Angel Pennies

I found a penny today
just laying on the ground.
But it's not just a penny,
this little coin I've found.

Found pennies come from heaven,
that's what my Grandpa told me.
Grandpa said, Angels always toss them down.
Oh, how I loved that story.

He said when an Angel misses you,
they toss a penny down..
Sometimes just to cheer you up,
and make a smile out of your frown.

So don't just pass by that penny
when you're feeling blue.
It may be a penny from heaven,
that an Angel's tossed to you.

http://www.kcmetro.cc.mo.us/pennvalley/biology/lewis/crosby/pennies.html

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN
(Burke, Johnston)
Bing introduced "Pennies from Heaven" in his movie of the same name. The movie was okay, the song won an Oscar. Bing recorded "Pennies from Heaven" August 17, 1936 with the Jimmy Dorsey Orchestra. By the end of the year the recording had rocketed to the top of the charts, where it stayed for an incredible 10 weeks. It was Bing's only No. 1 recording of 1936, but for Bing it was megabucks from Heaven! 
A long time ago

A million years BC

The best things in life

Were absolutely free.

But no one appreciated 

A sky that was always blue.

And no one congratulated

A moon that was always new.

So it was planned that they would vanish now and then

And you must pay before you get them back again.

That's what storms were made for

And you shouldn't be afraid for

Every time it rains it rains

Pennies from heaven.

Don't you know each cloud contains

Pennies from heaven.

You'll find your fortune falling

All over town.

Be sure that your umbrella is upside down.

Trade them for a package of sunshine and flowers.

If you want the things you love 

You must have showers.

So when you hear it thunder

Don't run under a tree.

There'll be pennies from heaven for you and me.

Pennies from Heaven, from the Sinatra Songbook:

http://www.vex.net/~buff/sinatra/cgi/arch.cgi/Pennies_from_Heaven

Writer(s): Johnny Burke, Arthur Johnston 

Every time it rains,

It rains pennies from heaven

Don't you know each cloud contains

Pennies from heaven

You'll find your fortune's falling

All over the town

Be sure that your umbrella is upside down

Trade them for a package of sunshine and flowers

If you want the things you love, you must have showers

So when you hear it thunder don't run under a tree

There'll be pennies from heaven for you and me

Make me a Blessing

http://www.tanbible.com/tol_sng/makemeablessing.htm

     George Shuler and Ira Wilson were roommates at Moody Bible Institute in 1924. 

       At the Institute, they combined their talents and gave the world a beautiful song of consecration, “Make Me A Blessing.” Wilson wrote the lyrics and Shuler the music. 

       At first the song was rejected by music publishers, so Shuler had one thousand copies printed to distribute on his own. 

       One fell into the hands of George Dibble, an outstanding singer who was at that time music director for the International Sunday School Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. Dibble asked for permission to use the song and it was granted. Soon people everywhere were singing the song, and publishers were wanting to distribute copies. 

       Between the time Ira Wilson wrote the lyrics and the time the song began to be so well known, Wilson apparently forgot that he was the author! 

       Until he died, he never remembered that he had written these famous words. 

—Adapted from Lindsay Terry 

http://www.cgmusic.com/cghymnal/others/makemeablessing.htm
(site contains MIDI music)

Make me a Blessing

Ira Wilson and George Schuler, 1924

MIDI file by John Paul Howell

 1  Out in the highways and byways of life,

    many are weary and sad;

                   are weary and sad
    Carry the sunshine where darkness is rife

    making the sorrowing glad.

  Refrain:

    Make me a blessing,

    Make me a blessing,

    Out of my life

              out of my life
    May Jesus shine;

    Make me a blessing, O savior, I pray,

                                  I pray Thee, my Savior,
    Make me a blessing to someone today.
 2  Tell the sweet story of Christ and His love;

    Tell of His pow'r to forgive;

                         His pow'r to forgive.
    Others will trust Him if only you prove

    true ev'ry moment you live.

  Refrain:
 3  Give as 'twas given to you in your need;

    Love as the Master loved you;

    Be to the helpless a helper indeed;

    Unto your mission be true.

  Refrain
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